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Central to our vision is an agricultural living 
landscape where food production and 
nature conservation act as partners and 
demonstrate that farming and wildlife can 
flourish together.

We passionately believe that nature is our 
business and that our business is nature. The 
natural world not a burden to be managed 
but absolutely integral to Sheepdrove’s 
diversified farm business model.  

Nature provided our farm with its “natural 
capital” - soil, geology, water, vegetation, 
animalia, minerals, microorganisms - which 
we rely on for crop and livestock production 
and so, when we work with, not against, 
natural systems to protect and restore 
this natural capital, it is clear that our farm 
business benefits. 

Natural systems are of course the basis 
of food production and renewable energy 
generation but nature is now widely 
acknowledged as vital for general human 
health and well-being. People like to live, 
work, visit and spend time in nature-rich 
places and the success of all Sheepdrove’s 
on-farm activities, from sustainable food 
production and wildlife conservation through 
renewable energy generation and property 
lets to event hire and public access, require a 
thriving and natural world at Sheepdrove. 

The informing idea at the heart of Sheepdrove 
is to demonstrate that a successful 
commercial business can also benefit wildlife 
and give our countryside a future.

SHEEPDROVE'S 
VISION
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SHEEPDROVE 
ORGANIC FARM

Sheepdrove is first and foremost a nature-
friendly organic farm growing healthy and 
sustainable food in the form of high quality 
combinable crops and species-rich grass 
leys for grazing livestock.  We passionately 
believe that no binary choice exists between 
biodiversity or food production; farming 
must work with, not against, nature to 
produce sustainable food, create high 
quality soil and deliver a healthy and 
resilient natural environment.

Sheepdrove has long been renowned for 
nature conservation projects that protect 
and enhance wildlife habitats to boost 
biodiversity. The farm is in the Higher Level 
Stewardship scheme (HLS) which pays 
land managers to focus on creating and 
maintaining wildlife habitats and increase 
benefits to the environment. Over the 
past quarter of a century we have created 
hedgerows, woodland, wildflower strips, 
field margins, dew ponds, and beetle banks 
through the middle of arable fields, and 
these new spaces for nature have revived 
ecosystems that were depleted by the 
post war industrialised farming strategies 
previously practised on the farm.

In addition to the farming enterprise, 
Sheepdrove offers office space, commercial 
units and residential properties available to 
rent. Every business and residence on the 
farm plays a role, whether direct or indirect, 
in contributing to biodiversity net gain (that 
is, land management and development 
that leaves the natural environment in 
a measurably better state than it was 
beforehand) on the farm, with rental income 
received from property lets reinvested into 
nature conservation and renewable energy 
projects.

Public access is important to us; we want 
Sheepdrove to be a place people feel welcome 
whether it be to visit the countryside, 
experience organic farming, or connect with 
nature and benefit from the “green therapy” 
that it is now recognised that access to the 
natural environment delivers.  At the heart 
of Sheepdrove is a certified operationally net 
zero green building that hosts sustainable 
weddings, green funerals, a local music festival, 
corporate events, workshops and retreats. Our 
goal is to create a place of community where 
everyone feels welcome at Sheepdrove - from 
farm workers, partners, residents and business 
tenants to visitors and guests.
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SHEEPDROVE 
AGRICULTURE

Sheepdrove has been farmed organically 
since 1995 and registered and certified as 
an organic farm with the Soil Association 
since 1997. This means that no synthetic 
chemicals or artificial fertiliser are used on 
the land. This method of farming requires a 
greater attention to detail from our farming 
team and we believe it produces healthier, 
nutrient-dense, premium and sustainable 

food products without the heavy toll on the 
soil, wildlife, natural environment and planet 
incurred by industrialised agriculture. It is 
our belief that organic farming has a role to 
play in combating the current nature and 
climate crisis. Our ambition is to remain an 
organic farm, regardless of the availability of 
government support in the future. 

Sustainability is the core tenet in our “closed 
loop” approach to agriculture. No straw or 
animal manure is sold  or exported off the land; 
we strive to ensure that all nutrients are recycled, 
reused and remain on the farm. Livestock is 
a key component to the sustainability of an 
organic regenerative farm and we are committed 
to grazing livestock remaining at Sheepdrove.  

We practice sustainable environmental land 
management using farming techniques such as 
conservation grazing on our permanent pasture 
and regenerative farming practices such as 
growing wheat with nitrogen-fixing beans in 
order to preserve the soil as a habitat for healthy 
ecosystem of microorganisms and a storage sink 
for carbon.
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THREE COMPARTMENT MODEL

SHEEPDROVE AGRICULTURE

In the National Food Strategy report Henry Dimbleby advocated a ‘Three Compartment Model’ 
for land use in England. This model proposed that land is split into one of three categories: 

The way Sheepdrove is farmed reflects these categories, with highly productive areas that 
we farm more intensively (6 year arable/pasture rotation), areas not suitable for intensive 
production but which still produce food and support nature simultaneously (ie chalk downland 
and wildlflower meadows), and areas reserved entirely for nature conservation (ie field 
margins, rewilding project, wildflower strips).  We maintain that farming for nature is possible 
and aim to demonstrate that it is a case of both rather than either/or - farming and nature 
flourishing together.

Our vision is for the way we farm at Sheepdrove Organic Farm is to be inclusive, equitable and 
economically regenerative. We recognise that land availability is a significant barrier to entry 
for many aspiring farmers.  After the retirement of our farm manager, we chose to no longer 
operate exclusively our own in-hand farming business. We believe that farming collaboratively 
allows Sheepdrove and its partners to pool resources and work together for mutual benefit.  
Joining forces with other farmers and growers is a proven way of reducing costs and increasing 
efficiency, while bringing in new skills and expertise that are required by progressive 
businesses. Our arable land is share farmed in partnership with an external contractor. Our 
grassland is grazed by third party graziers providing a local business access to much needed 
land for grazing

Land Sparing  
Highly productive and fertile land to be used solely for food production. 

Land Sharing  
Semi-productive land to be used for food production, but cultivated in a regenerative 
environmentally sensitive way. 

Semi-Natural Land  
Unproductive land to be used to create habitats for wildlife and environmental protection. 
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SHEEPDROVE 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The natural environment is central to all 
our activities at Sheepdrove Organic Farm.  
We passionately believe that farming can 
improve the quality of the agricultural 
landscape for nature and provide wildlife 
with year round food and shelter.

When the farm was purchased in 1995 
we made a concerted effort to repair the 
environmental damage inflicted on the land 
by post-war intensive farming practices 
reliant on artificial inputs. We put back into 
the landscape lost features like hedgerows, 
trees and dew ponds. Over sixty five acres 
of new woodland were established, two new 
dew ponds were created and thousands 
of hedgerow shrubs planted - the majority 
without any government funding as at 

that time hedgerows were perceived as 
incompatible with the local landscape.  The 
farm is now home to over 13,000 metres 
of hedgerow and almost 100 acres of 
woodland of which fourteen acres is ancient 
and broadleaf native. The Millennium aka 
Jonathan's [Porritt) Wood, planted in 2000 
to offset Forum for the Future’s carbon 
emissions is a pioneering example of tree 
plant to offset carbon footprint.

The farm is also home to 128 acres 
of Lowland Calcareous Grassland, an 
international recognised priority habitat. 
This grassland is grazed by small numbers of 
livestock at key points of the year to maintain 
its flower-rich chalk downland character. 

Sheepdrove Organic Farm has been in a voluntary environmental stewardship scheme for over 
25 years. Under the current scheme (Higher Level Stewardship) we provide:

13,969 metres of environmentally sensitive 
hedgerow management

3.00 hectares of wild bird seed mixture sown 
to provide an overwinter feed source for wild 
birds 

8.00 hectares of enhanced wild bird seed 
mixture down to provide an overwinter feed 
source for wild birds

11.00 hectares of uncropped cultivated areas 
to provide habitats for ground nesting birds 

12.00 hectares of legume and herb rich grass 
swards to improve soil fertility and provide 
wildlife habitat

5.00 tonnes of supplementary feeding for wild 
birds distributed across the farm between 
November and April 

2.11 hectares of grass buffer strips on 
rotational land to provide habitat for 
invertebrates

55.35 hectares of grassland managed to 
preserve a species-rich sward

24.95 hectares of grassland managed to 
protect archaeological features

37.15 hectares of grassland planted and 
managed to create a species-rich sward

15.22 hectares of grassland planted and 
managed to create a diverse sward

4.78 hectares of planted and maintained 
floristic margins within agricultural fields. 
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SHEEPDROVE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

In addition to the environmental features 
provided as part of our stewardship 
agreement, we have also created and 
maintained other significant wildlife habitats; 
in 2021 we commenced a small re-wilding 
project in the centre of the farm to create 
another ecologically diverse wildlife habitat in 
our mosaic of valuable ecosystems. 

The project relies on natural regeneration. 
Our hope is that this will provide a significant 
refuge for nature to thrive at the heart of the 
farm and spread out across the surrounding 
countryside, promoting biodiversity, restoring 
natural processes and drawing down carbon.  
We have put in place a robust monitoring 
programme to measure outcomes. This 
project has been funded without any third 
party intervention or contributions. 

As the curators of this North Wessex Downs 
AONB landscape we believe it is important 
to look after the landscape that makes this 
heritage countryside so special by restoring 
key habitats and protecting nationally and 
regionally vulnerable species.  As such we 
are embarking on a new programme of 
landscape restoration across the farm. In 
line with Berkshire’s Biodiversity Opportunity 
Areas (BOA’s) we are restoring chalk 
downland grassland habitats, creating more 
dew ponds and providing critical habitat 
connectivity between areas of escarpment 
that border Sheepdrove to the west and 
north of the farm.

Certainly, thanks to our efforts to create and 
preserve habitats, the number of farmland 
birds and invertebrates at Sheepdrove 
Organic Farm has increased since the 
commencement of our custodianship. 
Priority species such as Curlew, Lapwing 
and Corn Bunting can be regularly sighted 
at Sheepdrove.  At the last survey, 320 
invertebrate species were found, of which 
17 have national conservation status, plus a 
total of 14 different species of bumblebee.

Sheepdrove is a member of Wessex 
Downland Farmer Cluster, a group of farmers 
working together at a landscape scale to 
protect and enhance the environment. 
Interconnected ecosystems that can adapt to 
change are essential for biodiversity to thrive. 
The UK is one of the most nature depleted 
countries in the world, with increasingly 
fragmented remnants of wildlife habitat 
isolated across our landscapes. Wildlife 
needs connectivity between habitats in 
to facilitate movement and Sheepdrove 
is working with neighbours and other 
landowners towards creating habitat 
corridors to provide a linkage between 
historically connected habitat areas. Such 
farm corridors not only allow all wildlife to 
move about between natural areas but also 
deliver food and shelter for insects which 
in turn provide food for birds and small 
mammals like mice and voles which in turn 
provide food for owls and other birds of prey.  
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The farming enterprise at Sheepdrove 
Organic Farm is complimented by a range of 
buildings suitable for commercial use. Some 
of those that are not occupied by our farming 
enterprise are available to rent by local 
businesses. 

At Sheepdrove we want to support small 
rural businesses that are important to the 
local economy, and priority is given to these 
types of tenants. If possible, our ambition 
is to host tenants whose activities are 
complementary to our farm and enterprises 
and other business tenants, thereby creating 
a self-sustaining business community. 

To help facilitate our ambitions the rents 
we charge commercial tenants are realistic 
and assessed on a case by case basis. 

Where appropriate we have assisted 
local businesses establish themselves by 
converting premises on their behalf, or 
purchasing key pieces of equipment to get 
them started. 

One of our graziers also rents a storage space 
as well as pasture and also lives on site.

We believe it is important to re-use and 
‘recycle’ redundant buildings, rather than 
letting them become dilapidated. This 
in turn provides opportunities for local 
businesses.  We aim to continue to convert 
surplus buildings to subsidise our nature 
conservation projects. Any conversions we 
undertake are done sympathetically to help 
preserve the character of the farm.

SHEEPDROVE 
COMMERCIAL LETS
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There are ten residential properties at Sheepdrove 
Organic Farm, some of which are occupied by 
our staff and the custodians of the farm. The 
other properties are rented to third parties with 
preference given to rural workers and small local 
businesses already on-site or nearby. 

One residential property is rented by a small 
family business that is our recommended event 
organiser, wedding supplier and tipi provider; this 
business also rents a unit on site where the relevant 
equipment is stored.  Travel and road use is greatly 
reduced with Forest Edge Tipis having both their 
home and business based on the farm minimising 
the carbon footprint of the events.  We aim to 
continue to prioritise residential tenants whose 
workplace is at Sheepdrove to minimise local road 
use and commuting emissions.

SHEEPDROVE 
RESIDENTIAL LETS
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SHEEPDROVE 
WILDLIFE

We aim to be a business that keeps wildlife 
in business. Field sports are not permitted at 
Sheepdrove Organic Farm. There is therefore 
no hunting or driven shooting.  There is no 
clay pigeon shooting. This means that the 
farm receives no income from hunting or 
shooting.  

The farm is home to three different species 
of deer - Fallow, Roe and Muntjac. Two of 
these species (Fallow and Muntjac) are not 
truly native to England but were introduced 
by previous generations. In order to facilitate 
woodland regeneration all of the deer 
are carefully managed and culled where 
necessary.  This is done sensitively and in 
accordance with a detailed management plan. 

Other “pest” species are managed where 
appropriate, such as when exploding 
populations of corvids threaten farmland 
birds such as barn and tawny owls and then 
only by trained professionals. 

Sheepdrove supports wide range of nationally 
and regionally important species associated 
with arable farmland with safe breeding and 
nesting habitats for ground-nesting birds. 
Throughout the winter months we carry out 
a supplementary feeding programme for 
wild birds. Nutritious wild grains and seeds 
via feeders stationed at key points around 
the farm as well as strips of wild bird seed 

mix to ensure wildlife is support through the 
harshest conditions into the breeding season 
with additional food and shelter.

Ornithology surveys are carried out by 
local accredited volunteer groups. Owls are 
monitored and ringed by a local volunteer 
who is an accredited BTO bird ringer.  
Farmland birds are monitored and ringed by 
West Oxfordshire Farmland Birds Project.

We are currently hosting researchers from 
the Centre for Ecology, Evolution and 
Behaviour at Royal Holloway University on a 
project focusing corn buntings and cultural 
evolution in birdsong.

To measure outcomes on our rewilding 
project, wildlife surveys and monitoring 
is undertaken by  TN Wildlife conducting 
the ornithology, butterfly and predatory 
invertebrates surveys, Plantlife undertaking 
the botany surveys, and Wild Carbon 
biogeochemists assessing carbon dynamics, 
biodiversity change and carbon storage.

The Bumblebee Conservation Trust have 
established a Bee Walk at Sheepdrove to 
ensure the long-term monitoring of both 
bumblebee species and habitats in order to 
inform future management decisions.
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SHEEPDROVE 
PUBLIC ACCESS

SHEEPDROVE 
VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Our goal is to make Sheepdrove Organic Farm as accessible to as broad a range of the public 
as possible. In addition to the 13,423 metres of public rights of way that cross the farm, we also 
have various permissive paths and are in the process of linking these existing paths with the 
public footpaths and bridleways that criss cross the farm to create not only circuits around the 
farm but also safe active travel routes to connect the farm to our local village Lambourn at two 
points at either end of the village so that visitors to and residents of Lambourn can hike or bike 
to the farm and make use of the green lanes with barely having to set foot or wheel on a tarmac 
road. Maps of these self guided trails have been commissioned to display around the farm.

We believe that visitor experiences are an important aspect of public access to Sheepdrove, 
allowing visitors from beyond the immediate neighbourhood to benefit from the heritage and 
biodiverse landscape, impressive network of footpaths for hikes and rambles and the nature-
rich countryside on our farm. It is now widely acknowledged that spending time in a natural 
environments can benefit health and well-being. 

With the impending changes to government support policy and the shift towards ‘public money 
for public goods’, deriving income from visitor experiences to support heritage landscape 
features and native wildlife on the farm represents a virtuous circle as it were, as the more we 
nurture the quality environment that visitors appreciate, the more visitors want to visit. This 
landscape - its geology, soil, air, biodiversity - is indeed our natural capital and we believe that 
nature-friendly farming practices are essential for its conservation and enhancement.

Sheepdrove hosts guests on the farm for short breaks in onsite self-catering accommodation 
and at our events venue for weddings, funerals, recitals, meetings and corporate events. These 
activities are primarily run with the intention of creating avenues to open Sheepdrove Organic 
Farm to the public in as many diverse ways as possible and allows guests to get closer to nature 
and refresh their connectivity with the natural world around them. Moreover, weddings, events 
and on site accommodation at Sheepdrove directly fund our climate positive actions with 
income received from visitor experience reinvested into nature conservation and renewable 
energy projects.

Wessex Downland Farmer Cluster
We are a group of farmers working together at a landscape scale to enhance the environment. 

Please help us to help wildlife thrive and protect this beautiful landscape.

This signage was funded by the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme. 
For further information on the AONB please refer to the website/QR code: www.northwessexdowns.org.uk

#PawsOnPathsPlease     #LeaveNoTrace

Clean up after 
your dog

Stick to the paths  
to protect wildlife

Keep your dog 
on a lead

Take your rubbish home 
including pet waste

Winter Stubbles
Arable stubble fields left 
to overwinter not only 
offer welcome cover for 
wildlife but also provide 
a vital source of winter 
food for seed-eating birds.
Winter stubbles  
also benefit brown hares 
and rare arable plants.

Landscape Information
Sheepdrove Organic Farm is one of 18 farms 
surrounding the Lambourn Valley that have 
formed Wessex Downland Farmer Cluster 
working together to protect and enhance  
the local landscape for wildlife.

A combination of flower-rich chalk grassland, native 
hedgerows, arable farmland, herbal pasture and patches 
of scrub and woodland offers a mosaic of habitats for  
many types of wildlife.

SHEEPDROVE

! We kindly ask visitors to stick to paths and 
keep dogs on leads to protect all wildlife  

and especially those farmland birds  
that nest on the ground. Thank you.

Hedgerows
We practice rotational hedge management 
so a hedgerow is cut once every three years 
and is allowed to grow untrimmed for two 
consecutive years. Hedgerows are trimmed 
between January and February. 
Bigger and bushier hedges have more flowers and fruit  
for wildlife, extra food and nutrients for farm animals  
and provide better shelter and safe passage for wildlife.

Dew Ponds
Ponds support an extraordinary range of 
wildlife, attracting birds, mammals, amphibians, 
insects and other animals, both those that live and 
breed in the water and others that use ponds as drinking 
places. In bygone days shepherds would line their dew 
ponds with clay to prevent water from seeping away into 
the porous chalk of the downs and provide a reliable 
source of water for their sheep.

Rough Grassland
Long tussocky grass is left uncut on field margins,  
along tracks, roadside verges and hedgerows to provide: 
• Over-wintering sites for insects and other 

invertebrates
• Refuges for small mammals which are the main 

food sources for barn owls and birds of prey
• Nectar and pollen resources for pollinators
• Nesting and feeding sites for birds
• Increased levels of connectivity for wildlife  

across the farm

Wild Flowers
Most crops rely on insect pollination by species including 
bees, hoverflies and butterflies. Flower-rich habitats 
across the farm such as wildflower strips along field 
margins, clover and herbal leys for grazing livestock, 

species-rich chalk grassland and cornfield annuals 
in organic arable farmland not treated with 

herbicides provide valuable shelter, nesting 
and foraging areas for pollinating insects and 
the wealth of wildlife that depends on them.

Support for  
Farmland  
Birds at Sheepdrove
• Wild bird seed mix plots  

for cover and food in winter
• Supplementary farmland bird feeding stations
• Flower-rich fields and margins for summer insect food
• Nest boxes and habitats for nesting sites
• Volunteer monitoring and ringing programme

www.sheepdrove.com

This signage was funded by the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme.  
For further information on the AONB please refer to the website/QR code: www.northwessexdowns.org.uk
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Sheepdrove’s event spaces are housed in a pioneering and award-winning green building, that 
is, a building that, in its design, construction and operation, reduces negative environmental 
impacts and creates positive environmental impacts. The principles of green building design are 
sustainable building materials, energy efficiency, renewable energy generation, water efficiency, 
and daylighting and natural ventilation for a healthier indoor environment. The building was 
opened in 2004 by HRH Prince Charles, now HM King Charles III, to celebrate the creation of one of 
the most sustainable office buildings and event venues in the country.

As a building with reduced energy consumption along with use of low carbon emission energy 
through onsite energy generation and no energy used from non-renewable sources, Sheepdrove’s 
event venue is carbon neutral and operationally net zero - 

Sheepdrove is a dry hire venue; by following Sheepdrove’s policy of pursuing partnerships and 
collaborators and choosing to promote local suppliers, we aim to positively contribute to the local 
economy and, to actively support local entrepreneurship and creativity.

We support and encourage the use of sustainable forms of transport in order to minimise the 
impact of public access and visitor experience at Sheepdrove on the environment.  We actively 
promote green travel choices via public transport, private hire, and car-sharing on our website and 
more directly in communications with to prospective visitors, clients and guests; we provide a list of 
taxi and minibus companies and highlight those with with electric and hybrid vehicles in their fleets.  
Onsite electric car charging facilities have been in place since 2017 and we plan to extend these.

SHEEPDROVE
GREEN EVENTS VENUE

100% renewable green electricity used for lighting and heating

On site renewable energy generation from 900 solar panels and 2 wind turbines with green 
electricity from Ecotricity to further reduce our carbon footprint

Ground source heat pump harvests heat from the earth to power the central heating system

Abundant natural light throughout interior combined with energy efficient LED lights

All waste water is treated through a grey water reed bed recycling system and constructed 
wetland

All water used is from a farm spring; it is regularly tested and free from added chemicals so 
no bottled water need be brought onsite and glass water bottles, drinking glasses and mugs 
are freely available for visitors to reduce the need for disposables

Only eco-friendly cleaning products and sanitisers used; this is essential because of our grey 
water recycling system

Green building design with non-toxic and ethically sourced sustainable materials such as 
Douglas Fir timber frame, rammed chalk wall and Western Red Cedar shingles
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We have created a choice of safe active travel routes to Sheepdrove from Lambourn so that car 
journeys to the farm can be replaced with more sustainable forms of travel, such as walking 
and cycling, which are proven to benefit health and levels of physical fitness while reducing the 
consumption of fossil fuels and consequent carbon emissions.

A new woodland is planned to offset the carbon emissions generated by guests travelling to and 
from Sheepdrove by planting trees; as powerhouses of habitat creation it is widely acknowledged 
that trees have a major role to play in tackling our climate and biodiversity crises.

Winner Civic Trust Special Award for Sustainability 2005 and Civic Trust Special Award for South 
East 2005; Civic Trust award level schemes demonstrate excellence in architecture or design, whilst 
being sustainable, accessible and providing a positive civic contribution.

SHEEPDROVE GREEN EVENTS VENUE

SHEEPDROVE 
NATURAL BURIALS

A woodland burial ground sited on the farm 
serves members of the local community looking 
for  greener alternatives to flame cremation or 
conventional burial in a cemetery. 

Natural burial involves a shallow grave with 
a biodegradable coffin and no permanent 
memorial to return the loved one’s remains to 
the earth, as directly and simply as possible. 
Sustainable seasonal farewell flowers from 
flower farms and biodegradable bespoke 
crafted memorials woven from willow or carved 
from wood are favoured.

Sheepdrove’s burial ground is an important 
part of the farm’s sustainable offering; natural 
burial is widely recognised as the most 
environmentally friendly choice when it comes 
to funeral options.

A burial ground also ensures the preservation 
of a nature-rich site, protecting it against 
any activity or development that could be 
detrimental to the environment, and so 
ensuring access to a new permanent green 
space for the local community. Moreover, 
the free parking for walkers and ramblers is 
available in the Natural Burial Wood car park 
considerably facilitates access to the farm by 
the local community. 

Green funerals and celebrations of life take 
place in the events venue and offer very flexible 
and personalised farewells as they do not need 
to follow religious traditions or protocols.

Sheepdrove is a member of the Association of 
Natural Burial Grounds, the only organisation to 
monitor natural burial grounds in the UK, and 
we adhere to their Code of Conduct. 

Good Funeral Awards Winner 2018 

The Good Funeral Awards reward the unsung heroes of the funeral industry and enable bereaved 
people to say thank you for being there when we needed you.

National Death Council People’s Awards Runner Up South East 2021 

The People's Awards are all about the people involved, the level of service they provide, the 
personal touches and the impact that each natural burial ground manager has made on the 
families of those who they have helped to bury.  Forms received from families who had funerals at 
one of the ANBG member sites during the previous year are scrutinised by the trustees and staff 
of the NDC and, a winner and a close runner up in each of the eight qualifying regions across the 
UK are identified. 
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Increasing numbers of couples are considering 
what they can do to take care of and be a 
little kinder to the world we share.  According 
to Climate Care, an organisation that offsets 
harmful carbon dioxide emissions, the average 
wedding emits around 14.5 tons of CO2, 
markedly more than the 12 tons emitted 
by the average person during a whole year. 
Choosing an environmentally minded venue 
with green credentials is widely acknowledged 
as the single most important way to reduce the 
carbon footprint of your wedding so that the 
happiest day of your life does not cost the earth 
- literally.

Our website and promotional material contains 
multiple suggestions to couples for simple 
measures to further reduce a wedding’s carbon 
footprint beyond choosing an eco-friendly 
venue like Sheepdrove.

Natural settings and outdoor weddings, such as 
farm and tipi venues, are growing in popularity 
reflecting the continuing trend of seeking 
to connect with nature and disconnect with 
technology, if briefly, in a fast paced world.

We also host outdoor weddings with our 
partners Forest Edge Tipis and Moonflower 
Events. Offering ample on site accommodation 
for guests in the form of farm stays or bell 
tents so the maximum can walk to the wedding 
further cuts carbon emissions and contributes to 
the local economy. 

Sheepdrove is a member of The Sustainable 
Wedding Alliance, a collective of businesses with 
the joint purpose of creating a more sustainable, 
environmentally conscious wedding industry. 
Sheepdrove is also one of a handful of wedding 
venues to have successfully achieved the 
Sustainable Wedding Alliance Accreditation.

SHEEPDROVE 
SUSTAINABLE WEDDINGS
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Sheepdrove has two small scale “farm stays” 
where visitors can enjoy and connect with 
nature to benefit health and wellbeing while 
minimising environmental impacts. 

The growing trend in nature escapes has 
delivered a new source of revenue to help fund 
our conservation projects so that Sheepdrove’s 
green travel experiences make use of tourism  
to protect and enhance nature and wildlife on 
the farm. 

Currently two self-catering cottages are 
available at Sheepdrove; both are repurposed 
and renovated existing buildings - Woodend, a 
nine bedroom eco lodge and The Boathouse, an 
off-grid tiny house for two. We hope to convert 
more redundant farm buildings unsuitable for 
commercial uses; currently we have received 
permission to convert two former grain silos to 
self-catering accommodation.

SHEEPDROVE 
GREEN TOURISM Air source heat pump provides main heat 

source at The Boathouse

Log burning stove at Woodend with wood 
sustainably sourced on the farm and 
shredded cardboard from packaging

Using only 100% renewable green electricity 
for lighting and heating 

Treating all our waste water through grey 
water reed bed recycling system 

Providing an electric car charger on site

Energy-saving LED lighting

We recognise that we have a legal 
responsibility for the waste that our farm 
stays generate; to limit the damage our 
business has on the environment we use 
a registered and licensed waste removal 
service that recycles as much as possible, 
including food waste, tins, cans, plastic 
packaging, cardboard, paper and glass 
bottles and jars

We provide separate labelled bins and 
clear step by step instructions to encourage 
guests to sort waste into the bins provided

Using only eco-friendly cleaning products 
and sanitisers

Eco knit towels require 15% less water to 
launder

Bed linen is washed at lower temperatures 
in efficient environmentally machines at a 
commercial eco laundry

Drinking water provided by farm spring 
that is regularly tested and free from added 
chemicals

Encouraging our guests to explore the local 
area and attractions on foot or by bicycle by 
providing information on walks and cycle 
routes

Local heritage attractions, historical places 
and outdoor activities organised by distance 
from Sheepdrove listed in the guestbooks 
in our farm stays, on our website and on 
Airbnb

Full listing local places for food & drink to 
eat out or eat in organised by distance from 
Sheepdrove in the guestbooks in our farm 
stays, on our website and on Airbnb

Providing information on the local 
biodiversity and wildlife in the guestbooks in 
our farm stays and on our website 

Featuring the North Wessex Downs AONB 
Dark Skies Campaign that promotes star 
gazing and seeks to reduce the amount of 
light pollution

Sheepdrove is committed to sustainable ecotourism and we strive to lessen our impact on the 
environment wherever we can. Here is what we do to limit carbon footprint of our farm stays:

The Green Tourism Business Scheme Gold 2015 

Sheepdrove is a member of Green Tourism which promotes greener ways for businesses and 
organisations to operate by offering members advice and support while recognising eco-friendly 
achievements of tourism businesses with an internationally respected accreditation programme 
of Bronze, Silver and Gold awards.
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All of the energy used to power the buildings at 
Sheepdrove is sourced from on-site renewable 
installations or external green providers. 
It is our intention to install further on-site 
renewable installations to reduce our reliance 
on external sources.  Our long term aim is to 
take Sheepdrove completely off grid.

The event venue and farm office building is 
operationally net zero carbon.  All electricity 
used is from renewable sources, provided 
by exclusively green and renewable only (no 
nuclear power) energy suppliers and our own 
solar and wind installations.  

The heating is entirely powered by renewable 
electricity with a ground source heating system. 
That harvest energy from the earth.  Abundant 
natural light throughout the interior combined 
with energy efficient LED lights further reduces 
energy use.  Cooling is provided by a natural 
ventilation rather mechanical or forced 
ventilation which would include air-conditioning 
systems and fans to deliver further energy 
efficiency gains. 

Office tenants and wedding and event guests 
have access to office space and events that are 
net zero. One farm stay has an electric boiler 
powered by renewable electricity plus a log 
burning stove with wood sustainably sourced 
on the farm and shredded cardboard from 
packaging; the other is heated by an air source 
heat pump.  Both farm stays have energy 
efficient lighting.

We provide an electric car charger in the car 
park for visitors, guests and office tenants. We 
use electric vehicles where possible on site and 
are in the process of converting a Land Rover 
Series 1 to electric for use on the farm.

Future projects include replacing a leaking 
asbestos roof on a former livestock building 
(now a storage unit for onsite provider and 
business Forest Edge Tipis) with an infinity solar 
roof provided by Oxford based GB-Sol and 
manufactured in their factory in Wales, and 
connecting the farm cottages and our farm stay 
(and eventually three future farm stay farm 
building conversions) to the ground source heat 
pump.

SHEEPDROVE 
ENERGY
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A constructed wetland treats the waste water 
at Sheepdrove Organic Farm, including the 
green building that houses the offices and 
events venue, the residential properties, 
the commercial lets and the farm itself. It 
operates entirely naturally – no chemicals 
or machinery are required. Instead it relies 
entirely on gravity to create a flow of water 
through a series of different ecological 
wetlands, increasing biodiversity through new 
habitat creation and returning clean water to 
the aquifer. Exclusively eco friendly cleaning 
products are used to protect the grey water 
recycling system.

We limit the damage our business has on the 
environment by using registered and licensed 
waste removal services that recycle as much 
as possible, including all food waste, paper, 
packing, labels, newspapers, glass, batteries, 
light bulbs, tins, cans, printer cartridges and 
PCs.  Office and residential tenants and farm 
stay guests are encouraged to sort waste with 
appropriately labelled bins.

Natural burials at Sheepdrove avoid 
hazardous embalming chemicals, water 
polluting deep graves and the toxic fumes 
and heavy carbon footprint of cremation 
(note that each gas cremation releases 
approximately 245 kg carbon into the 

atmosphere and with 79% of the UK 
population being cremated this adds up to 
around 115,150 tonnes of carbon. Interest in 
eco-friendly burials is growing as people look 
for ways to cut their carbon footprint.

We bank with Triodos which is a B-Corp 
company that consistently ranks as a leading 
sustainable and ethical bank and only lends 
money to organisations that are committed 
to making a positive social or environmental 
impact.

Through our charitable giving scheme we 
support the local community by funding 
initiatives that have a positive social, 
environmental or cultural impact such as 
Lambourn’s Food Bank, Newbury Spring 
Festival and The Watermill Theatre.

Corvid Dawn Wild Bird Rescue Sanctuary, 
which we host on the farm, rescues all British 
wild birds and specialises in releasing birds 
back into the wild by reverse imprinting and 
receives about 1,000 enquiries from the public 
every year.

We work closely with both local and national 
wildlife volunteer conservation groups, 
including bird surveying and ringing, bee and 
butterfly surveys and hedge laying volunteer 
groups.

SHEEPDROVE 
SUSTAINABILITY

The Sustainable Wedding Alliance 
Scholarship is supported by  our 
charitable giving scheme. The scholarship 
covers 80% of the membership fees for 
the first year and gives small businesses 
the opportunity to start making 
significant progress towards becoming 
sustainable.

We support WRAGS (Work and Retrain 
As a Gardener Scheme) by hosting and 
training a WRAGs student at Sheepdrove;  
WRAGS is recognised and supported 
by the RHS, National Garden Scheme, 
Professional Gardeners Guild and many 
other horticultural organisations.

We communicate our own sustainable 
practices within the business to staff, 
partners and clients and actively 
campaign for sustainability beyond 
Sheepdrove through our socials and 
funding decisions at our charitable trust 
The Sheepdrove Trust which specialises 
in environmental campaigns.



Sheepdrove’s Green Building is
Net Zero Carbon in Operation

We are a net exporter of renewable energy and heat our 
green building without burning fossil fuels

Energy produced by solar panels, wind turbines 
and ground source heat pump

4 key features of green building design at Sheepdrove are 

SUSTAINABLE BUILDING MATERIALS ENERGY EFFICIENT

DAYLIGHTING & NATURAL VENTILATION GREY WATER RECYCLING

NET ZERO CARBON

Sheepdrove’s green building has been authorised as Net Zero Carbon in Operation by Better 
Century consultants.  They have followed the reporting protocols instructed by the Green Building 
Council.

The carbon footprint from the 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022 was calculated.  During that time 
we used 94,410kWhrs of electricity and 136,290kWhrs of green gas, and exported 228,719kWhrs of 
electricity from two solar sites connected to the building. 

Our Scope 1 emissions were 29.23tCO2e, with our Scope 2 emissions being 20.89tCO2e.  The 
600 solar panels that feed our venue from two sites result in a net annual displaced carbon of 

48.56tCO2e, and, due to our use of 100% renewable electricity from Ecotricity, this offsets our 
complete Scope 2 emissions of 20.89tCO2e, resulting in our operation having a net positive carbon 
position of 19.33tCO2e.

In 2022 we installed a ground source heating system.We removed our gas central heating and 
our ground source heating now provides 100% of our heat requirements, eliminating Scope 
1 emissions from heating. The ground source system compressed heat from the natural 
environment will decrease the overall energy demand of the building by around 100,000kWhrs, 
making it 380% efficient.
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Sustainability is at the heart of all Sheepdrove’s activities. We believe our mission is to create a 
nature-rich landscape and the associated public benefit of positively managing our farm and wildlife. 
This policy details how we will achieve a sustainable business that regenerates the environment, 
society and the local economy.

At Sheepdrove we are guided by three sustainable principles -

Regenerate We generate energy, goods and services from our land, and in the process regenerate 
the environment, society and the economy.

Optimise We optimise the use of everything from energy to materials, and goods produced onsite. 
By making best use of everything we recognise and do not dispose of value.

Exchange We engage our stakeholders; our staff, visitors, tenants and customers, about ways they 
can reduce their impact and we can improve ours.

We aim to have a measurable net positive contribution to climate change and biodiversity by 2035. 
This will be achieved by minimising all emissions, waste and biodiversity impact to as near zero as 
possible, and by improving habitats to ensure any climate or biodiversity impacts from direct or 
indirect activities is exceeded by our regenerative practices.

We recognise our key environmental impact to be in the areas of: energy use, material waste, 
organic waste, water, other emissions, transport, procurement of good/services, and third party 
usage of venues and buildings.

Read the full Sustainability Policy on our website

SHEEPDROVE 
SUSTAINABILITY POLICY
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These series of photos compare three views from around the farm to illustrate 
the biodiversity net gain achieved at Sheepdrove over the past 25 years of 
organic stewardship.

SHEEPDROVE 
1978 VS 2022

Ancient woodland Nut Wood and Cockcrow Bottom (since restored to chalk downland) 
between which a whole new wildlife habitat has been created with a reed bed system, 
wildlife ponds and lake that treats waste water from the farm, venue and cottages.
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Road leading to the farm, now tree-lined and know as “The Avenue”, with Dew Pond 
Field to the right.

Local landmark The Red Barn, where the Natural Burial Wood now stands.



www.sheepdrove.org


